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In the news 


E Shane Perry, a passen- 
ger on a Delta Air Lines 
flight from Detroit to At- 
lanta, thought the pilot was 
joking when he promised 
to turn the plane around 
if he heard chirping, after 
a search of the cockpit be- 
fore takeoff didn’t find a 
bird that had flown in, but 
the pilot followed through 
and the bird was removed 
after a second search. 


E Vance Hill, the sheriff 
of Brown County, Texas, 
said the lack of ventilation 
for propane heaters used in 
a hunting cabin left three 
relatives on a hunting trip 
dead from carbon monox- 
ide. 

E Delvonn Heckard, 
whose sexual abuse claims 
effectively ended the politi- 
cal career of former Seattle 
Mayor Ed Murray, will get 
$150,000 in a settlement 
with the city over claims 
that Murray slandered 
Heckard and other accusers. 


E Lucas Glover, 6, a Tae- 
kwondo student in Ford- 
land, Mo., is supporting a 
teammate he’s never met 
— lo-year-old Julia Shipp 
of Kentucky, who suffered 
multiple injuries when she 
was hit by a drunken driv- 
er — as he prepares for his 
black belt evaluation. 


E Atif Hussain of Ve- 
ro Beach, Fla., faces theft 
charges, authorities say, 
after he bought a ticket to 
see Pitch Perfect 3 on his 21st 
birthday and stopped by the 
concession stand, paying for 
items with a debit card sto- 
len from a co-worker. 


E Tracey Maher and Da- 
vid Maher and their three 
sons, ages 8, 6, and 4, had a 
late Christmas delivered by 
Cheshire, Conn., emergen- 
cy vehicles after the police 
benevolent association re- 
placed presents lost when 
the family’s car was stolen. 


E Jack Ruhl reached an 
agreement with the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Joliet, 
Ill., over the epitaph on his 
mother’s gravestone, install- 
ing one that says she “sup- 
ported priest sexual abuse 
victims” rather than victims 
of “rapist” priests. 

E John Donovan Sr., a 
former Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology pro- 
fessor who was convicted 
of falsely claiming one of his 
sons had arranged to have 
him shot, was indicted on 
allegations that he forged 
documents to swindle the 
family of another son who 
is deceased. 


E Stephen Burns, whose 
1971 absentee ballot was 
tossed and led to the pre- 
vious tie-breaking drawing 
for a Virginia House of Del- 
egates seat, said he thought 
a ballot that was counted 
last year and resulted in a 
tie between Shelly Simonds 
and David Yancey was even 
less clear than his own un- 
counted vote. 
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Shooter 
targets 
lawmen, 
kills one 


100 shots fired in 
Colorado attack 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

DENVER — A gunman 
fired more than 100 rounds 
at law enforcement officers 
in Colorado early Sunday, 
killing one and injuring four 
others before being fatally 
shot himself. Two civilians 
were also injured. 

Killed in the attack was 
Zackari Parrish, a 29-year- 
old deputy who had worked 
for the Douglas County 
sheriff’s office for seven 
months, Sheriff Tony Spur- 
lock said at an afternoon 
news conference. He de- 
scribed Parrish as a “smi- 
ley kid” who was eager to 
serve. He is survived by a 
wife and two young chil- 
dren. 

Describing his meeting 
with the deputy’s widow, 
the sheriff said, “When I 
held her hand and looked 
in her eyes, I could see her 
life was over.” 

Spurlock said the man 
has had encounters with 
law enforcement authori- 
ties in the area, though he 
had no criminal history. 

Hours after the attack, 
numerous questions re- 
mained, including the pub- 
lic identification of the gun- 
man, his motive, the type of 
weapon he used, what ex- 
actly happened leading up 
to the attack and where the 
officers were positioned in 
relation to the suspect. 

The gunfire shattered a 
quiet morning at the Cop- 
per Canyon Apartments, 
which describes itself on its 
website as having some of 
the “friendliest apartments” 
in Highlands Ranch, Colo., 
about 15 miles south of Den- 
ver. 
Sheriff’s deputies were 
first called to the apartment 
at 1:30 a.m. when a man 


See SHOOTER, Page 2A 


New Year starts cold in NYC 


AP/SETH WENIG 


Confetti drops over the crowd as the clock strikes midnight during the New Year's celebration at Times 


Square in New York City. 
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AP/JOHN BOMPENGO 


Congolese boys take part in a protest Sunday in Kinshasa, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, against President Joseph Kabi- 
la’s refusal to step down from power. 


Security at 
all-time high 
for ball drop 


COLLEEN LONG 
AND DAVID JAMES JEANS 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

NEW YORK — New 
Yorkers, celebrity enter- 
tainers and tourists from 
around the world packed 
into a frigid Times Square 
on Sunday to mark the start 
of 2018 with a glittering 
crystal ball drop, a burst of 
more than a ton of confetti 
and midnight fireworks. 

It was only 10 degrees 
Fahrenheit in the city, and 
the celebration was less 
crowded than in other 
years. Some of the metal 
pens, usually packed with 
people, were only half-full. 
Some revelers, bundled up 
in hats, gloves, face masks 
and numerous layers of 
clothing, jogged to keep 
warm, as others bounced 
and danced. Some stood 
and shivered. 

Security in the area was 
at an all-time high after a 
year that saw several fatal 
attacks on large crowds, 
including one in Times 
Square last spring. 

See NEW YEAR, Page 2A 


Iranian urges calm 
in face of protests 


Authorities put limits on social media 
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After four days of protests 
in Iran, President Hassan 
Rouhani tried to calm the 
nation Sunday, saying that 
people had the right to pro- 
test and acknowledging pub- 
lic worries over the economy 
and corruption. 

“We are a free nation, 
and based on the constitu- 
tion and citizenship rights, 
people are completely free 
to express their criticism and 
even their protest,” Rouhani 
said, according to the state- 


run PressTV. 

He exhorted Iranians not 
to resort to violence, after 
reports of protesters attack- 
ing banks and municipal 
buildings across the nation, 
including a local government 
building in Tehran. 

“The government will 
definitely not tolerate those 
groups who are after the de- 
struction of public property 
or disrupting the public or- 
der or spark riots in the so- 
ciety,” Rouhani said. 

The protests are the first 
major demonstrations in Iran 

See IRAN, Page 5A 


NLR’s tax increases for sales, lodging kick in today 


JAKE SANDLIN 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
For anyone who shops, 
dines out at a restaurant or 
stays the night at a hotel, the 
cost will be a little bit more 
in North Little Rock this year. 
North Little Rock voters 
approved a 1 percentage point 
city sales tax increase, to 2 
percent, in an August special 
election. The City Council in 
November approved a one- 


half percent increase in the 
city’s lodging tax that primar- 


ily affects hotel room stays. 


Collection of both taxes 


begins today. 

The sales tax is applied to 
all purchases made within the 
North Little Rock city limits, 
whether buying a product 
or a service, renting a hotel 
room for a night or buying a 
prepared meal. 


The total sales tax col- 


Progress comes slowly 
at state Superfund site 


Pollutants linger in flood-risk zone 


EMILY WALKENHORST 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Some officials in Phillips 
County say they aren’t con- 
cerned about incomplete 
cleanup of a chemical site in 
Helena-West Helena that is 
located in a flood-risk zone. 

About 900 people live 
within a mile of the defunct 
Cedar Chemical plant on 
the west side of the city, 
according to an Associated 
Press analysis of flood zone 
maps, census data and U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency records. 

Soil and groundwater at 
the site are contaminated 
with arsenic and dozens of 
other substances that pose 
human and environmental 
health risks, according to 


2017 testing conducted by a 
contractor. 

Nationwide, nearly 2 
million people live within a 
mile of 327 Superfund sites 
in areas prone to flooding or 
vulnerable to sea-level rise 
caused by climate change, 
the analysis shows. They are 
in largely low-income neigh- 
borhoods heavily populated 
by members of minority 
groups, the data show. 

Superfund sites are on 
the EPA’s list of most pollut- 
ed places and are designated 
for cleanup overseen by the 
agency. 

Arkansas has five Su- 
perfund sites located in 
flood-risk zones, but reme- 
dial action plans for four of 


See PROGRESS, Page 3A 


lected in North Little Rock 
rises to 9.5 percent. That 
comprises a 6.5 percent state 
tax, North Little Rock’s 2 per- 
cent sales tax and a 1 percent 
Pulaski County tax. Buying a 
prepared meal already comes 
with another 3 percent levy in 
the form of a prepared food 
tax, or “hamburger tax.” 

The city’s lodging tax of 
3.5 percent, collected for the 
North Little Rock Advertising 


and Promotion Commission, 
is applied to nightly rentals of 
hotel and motel rooms and at 
bed-and-breakfast businesses, 
campgrounds and three RV 
parks in the city. 

When added to the 9.5 per- 
cent in sales taxes and a 2 per- 
cent state Parks and Tourism 
tax, the total taxes charged 
in North Little Rock will be 
15 percent for each night’s 
lodging rental. The lodging 


tax originally was to increase 
by 1 percentage point, but 
that was reduced to one-half 
percentage point so the total 
charge on room rentals would 
be the same as in neighboring 
Little Rock. 

“We did send out letters 
[in mid-December] to all ho- 
tels reminding them to start 
the new collection in Janu- 
ary,” said Bob Major, exec- 

See TAX, Page 5A 


Palestinian anniversary 


AP/KHALIL HAMRA 


Palestinians march during a rally marking the 53rd anniversary of the Fatah movement Sunday 


in Gaza City. 


